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that impeded their progress. The first is alluded to.in verse.

to my land and my family shall I go.” 31 He'said,

that if you come with us, then
gogdto you.” -

. covenant of HASHEM journeyed before themr a three-day distance o
resting place.

D

camp. AR e SR )
w88 When the Ark would journey, Mosessaid, “Arise, HASHEM, and let Your foes be scatte

" 36

let those who hate You flee from before

178
tranquilly; O, HASHEM, among the myriad thousaiids of Israel.”

‘The people took to seeking complaints; it was evil in the ears of HASHEM, and HASHEM heard

and His wrath flared, and a fire ofHASHEMbwned against them,.and it consumed at the

of the camp. 2 The people cried out to Moses; Moses prayed to HASHEM, and the fire.died dou

% He named that place Taberah, for the fire of HASHEM had bumed against them.- - -

- 4 The rabble-that-was among them cultivated dcfava; «and the Children of:lsraelgalso.‘w
once more, and said, “Who will feed us meat? > We remember the fish that we ate in Egypt;
of charge; and the cucumbers; melons, leeks, onions, and garlic.”s But noio, our life‘is parc

£ a

there is nothing; we have riothing to anticipate but the'inannal’ *
RaMBAN ELUCIDATED (Pt ol —————

MINTY W7 92 M) - and then wrote ghe narrative of the second calamity (11:1),” and
afterward returned to write the narrative of the actualization of the first calamity (11:4).
1M N BYY M3 ~ But this interpretation is devoid of any taste or sense.”

[Ramban proffers his own interpretation:] .
TIR3 INIX uKyD 113 W 1y Yox - Rather, the correct idea of this Midrash, i.c., the Gemara
in Shabbos cited above, we have found in a homiletic teaching elsewhere, 3 M M wony
199 Mman mise pivna - which states that [the Israelites] jowrneyed from the Mountain of
Haysaey joyfully, like a young child who runs away from school when the lesson is finished,
»myn 25 1AM M Xnwr "Rx - saying, “Perhaps He will give us even more commandments!”
” "1 3 Wwo 1 — And this is what is meant by They journeyed from the Mountain of HASHEM
(v. 23), 7190 NuTY uEn DWR Doyy yonb onawnn nmmw — viz, that their thought was to
get themselves away from there™ because it was the Mountain of Hashem. nayle M
MWK — And that is the first calamity mentioned by the Gemara. - myby xby popm
it2 it niom niyns ~ [Scripture] then makes a break (virses 35-36) in order that there should
not be three calamities nextto one another in succession without interruption,” QI INYHN

nuynes - with [the Israelites] thus coming out as established in a pattern of calamities.™
‘ . e ~ S
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’G—What I never understood, however,

A “Please do not forsake us; inasmuch as Y
know our encampments in the Wilderness, and you have been as eyes for us. % And it shall
with which HassEM will benefit us; we will

Journeyed from the Mountain of Hastim. a three-day distance, and the Ark of th
34 The cloud .of HASHEM wag}guer them by day when they journeyed from the

And when it rested, he woidd say, “Resi

™

33, where the Torah states that they left the: mountain of
God, on which ‘Ramban (to.v.. 35) comments, citing:-a. :
Midrash, that “they fled from the mountain of God like &
child running away from:school,” happy to léave that holy-
place because they were afraid that God might give thern
more and more commandments, Thus, although they trav-:’
eled in compliance with God's will, their attitude made a sin
of a journey that should have beeh the filfiliment of God’s
ocathto the Patriarchs, . . . . ;
33..0m) Ny 197 — A threeday distance. It was a distance
that would normally have reqiiired three days of travel, bt :
they covered it in one day (Rashi).

below.
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is the choice of the

~word puraniyos to describe this incident. Puraniyos denotes

some kind of punishment that was incurred as a result of the

< sin. Where do we find Klal Yisrael being punished for running

' away from Har Sinai in a state of axcitamantd
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33. 1 1 won — They embarked from Mount Horeb. [and they set forward'ﬂ‘;
from the mount of Hashem]. Mount-Sinaj is usually called Mount Horeb or 2
07K God's mountain. This is the only instance of calling it ‘1 717 Hashem’
ymountain. Fhe structure of the verse can be read to imply that they movex
away from Hashem. That is, they were afraid of being given mor
commandments and .so were eager to put three days’ distance betwee
themselves and Mount Sinai. They were like a child who has been let out of
e -

scl'zgol (Tosafos to Shap kg‘ 116a).
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It is quite astonishing that Jews who lived in the midbar were capable of complaining {"'!ﬂ RoamYepa n;?n M

R. Mok
S IR

about the material hardships they encountered.' ‘1he generation of the midbar is /mwBR Sv nnd onnd ‘Mm%
known as the Dor Deiah, the “generation of exalted wisdom” They witnessed the 1‘;'3 o> v Py o 3 no

Won ow 31 MR OTET R MweR /-
¥y oIy W'y Mmn? uUnT mawe
YT oM TP WX R R md
U TR N man. gman pirnd

open miracles that Hashem performed both in Mitzrayim and at the splitting of the
Yam Suf, an experience that propelled them to such a lofty level of emunah that the
basics of our faith were tangible realities to them, as Chazal tell us (Shir Hashirim
Rabbah, ch. 2, par3), “The Jews were able to point with their fingers and say, “This
is my G-d, and I will build Him a palace” Chazal also tell us (Mechilta, Beshalach,
Mesechta Dshirah, ch. 3), “A maidservant at the sea saw things that Yechezkel and the
other nevi’im could not perceive” The generation even experienced the revelation of_
~Hakadosh Baruch Hu Himself at Har Sinai. How was it possible for a generation that
ihad attained such an exalted level to become distressed and complain bitterly about the
material shortcomings of the midbar?’ . I
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The Power to Withstand a Test
e suggest that the Toral’s account of the misonenim reflects a fundamental
principle, by means of which we can resolve this perplexing an.omal.y: Every individual’s TR o % Y5 TR Be T :
\2bility to overcome difficulties and to succeed when faced with nisyonos is dependent o oS GOy .
3 - 4 i o
on his attitude toward avodas Hashem. In truth, every human being is endowed with ~ * o r— rm’ 3 bl O ﬂnunq
the inner strength to overcome the many challenges and obstacles he encounters along - T AMb 2y WNRAY 102
the path to his goal. — DREPKEN BRTR PO YN0 onamd N
Jo e mnad s
But the important question is: What, in fact, is his goal? - - L)
For some people the purpose of life is to serve Hashem wholeheartedly and to draw
close to Him, in keeping with the teaching of Mesillas Yesharim (ch. 1), “A human being
was created only to delight in Hashem and to bask in the radiance of His Presence.”

—




\q

Such people will overcome even the most daunting obsta,

dles and weather even the mw{y WO NSV M Ay PN e S

most challenging nisyonos, since their only goal in life is to serve Hashe v : R
This approach in life can ’ f [o) H‘ML
AN

)

be manifest on many different leve] icati
is ap] ' s of d ; i
paraélgm is the unbridled devotion displayed by Rabbi Akiva when he e

with iron combs, yet as he experienced that

Haszec;n;{ra:;, there axg IzeoPIe in tHeworld whose principal goal in life i not to serve
L . Rai er,mMs on their own lives and personal interests. Even if they do

. obs ] i
-~ observe the mitzyos, they view the Torah and its commandments as bein of second

. importance rglative to their worldly concerns Such]
J Ampc : gl . Such’people i
dealing with the trials that confront them, R ——— oy

Wltﬁ Fhe associated imperative of forgoing

since the entire concept of nisyonos, along
worldly comfort and conveniences, stands

20

remain in the sukkah under such circumstances. Rather, the focus of the test is on t
enanner in which they leave the sukkah. If they were to depart from it respectfully and. |
su@_{nsswely, :{hey would not be punished. But since the nations will kick the sukkah

and thereby disparage it, they will demonstgate conclusively that the Torah’s ritzvos ate

not meant for them.

Upen closer scrutiny, however, the Gemara’s explanation is mystifying. Grante
is not appropriate to denigrate a mitzvah in such a way, but the gentiles’ actions
not represent an actual failure to perform a mitzvah! Why should they be punished
being stripped of the opportunity to fulfill the mitzvos of the Torah, and thereby e
itT;e ward? Is that not excessively harsh retribution for an act that does not, technica

constitute a transgression?

xW'e suggest that Hashem’s objective in placing the gentiles in such a situation is
tq cause them to stumble and commit a transgression. Rather, the purpose of this te
to reveal their attitude toward difficulties and challenges, thereby demonstrating the
twge, innermost degire. If the gentiles truly desired to fulfill the mitzvah of sukkah as
to use it as a means by which to develop a close relationship with Hashem, they wo
not kick the sukkah and belittle it when they were' compelled to leave it due to the
distress. Rather, they would depart from the sukkah respectfully and with an attit
of subservience. ‘ '

o

aé \ Birkei Yosef (Orech Chaim 640:4) explains this gemara: “The Jews observe the miitz
out of love. Their love prevents them from feeling the pain of the heat; they accep
with love and without distress, and therefore they are obligated. But the nations
the world, upon whom the yoke of Torah does not rest, are exceedingly distressed
that heat” This is a clear illustration of the fact that the ability to overcome difficul
is a function of every persons attitude toward avodas Hashem. Someone who ser
1ashem with love will have the inner strength to withstand whatever trials he faces.

The gentiles derisive attitude toward the sukkah will be a clear indication that
primary goal in life is to enjoy the bounty of this world. Their wish to observe mit. ;
is merely an additional desire, in order to benefit from the reward of those mitz
Thus, when they encounter difficulties in fulfilling a mitzvah they will reject it a
denigrate it, because it “interferes” with théir ability t realize their ultimate goal.
such, Hashem will use the test of sukkah to cause the nations to recognize their oy
true nature and their ambitions in life, and the entire world will then understan

difference between the Jewish people and the other natiofs.

-~
We add that the Gemara conveys this message by quoting the pasuk, “Let us cuf
His yoke and cast away His ropes,” in conjunction with the gentiles’ response to

test. The gentiles view the mitzvos as a burdensome set of obligations, like the yoke of a
beast of burden, and they do ot have a true inner desire to fulfill them.*
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. Like a Child Fleeing froxfi School

~ Inlight of the above, we can understand the root cause of the misonenim’s complaint, 13’7_ 1730 A M3 5703 Y2 1393
- Even though they had lived through wondrous miracles, and even though they had 23 Tw MM P Yrn
- attained'an exceedingly lofty spiritual level due to the inspiring events of Krias Yam Suf M0 93 70 #Pha3 K31 W KAy 2y
- and Maamad Har Singi, the goal of being close to Hashem and keeping His mitzvos was T N 0 3w 7oK rom nwp
_ still not the central foctis of their lives. A person can witness incredible miracles and 297 HY3 WIRTW WD 1703 Ay nrib
. Divine revelations;] if he fails to alter his outlook on life and make avodas Hashem APOMN 177m 3703 nvRY PINw 3 mxa
 his goal in life, he will Tack the resolve and fortitude to succeed when he encounters © W LabnnR Yw arna we 1100 KYnm
~,m'\s'j/onos. X201 23 90 AT agnb mbvnab
¢ v Our explayiation is founded on Chazal’s description of the Jewish people upon their e RO LY "MK PP MNNG w> 170
vsdep{rture from Har Sinai as “similar to a child who emerges from school and runs monni oys MY v 1R ,00% 299 TR
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Israelites] as a consequence of it.”?
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We find a clue in the words - from. the Mountain of Hashem. We kn

that because Hashem's Shechinah rested on Har Sinai, it was called the “Mountain’ 1113777 n":P: men oI - Don an mmMan ?IPns

%

of Hashem.” However, after the revelation of Sinai G-d’s presence departetﬁféﬁ*p
there, eventually to dwell in the Mishkan, : ud the mountain was no longer th
Har Hashent, From that point, it became pe:tissible for Bnei Yisrael to ascend Ha
Sinai, as it says (Shemos 19:13), w73 %y2 o Y- wma—When the shofar will draw

a long blast, they ma)‘/’asceizd the mauntain. Here it is called only “the mountai
because it became li@&&\ot‘her mountain. ‘Nhy, then, after Hashem’s Shﬁlimalf
had departed, doe§ the Torah again refer to Ha - Sinai, in the verse under discussio

as the “Har Hasherm™
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%I‘_e;rein lies the secret of Bnei Yisrael’s sir.. Bnei Yisrael wanted Har Sinai:
remain the ‘1 3, the Mountain of Hashem. T, «atis, they wanted the Shechinagh
'emain on Har Sinai, and not to follow them, ‘ust as a child leaving school does
vant his teacher to follow him home. Bnei Yi-rael wanted Hashem’s Shechingh
emain on the mountain and not to follow them as they went on with their lives.
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The Torah doesnt staie the punishment for this sin, which reveals a very

important lesson: The sin, itself, is the worst punishment. When we left Har Sinai

hat we had reached, and we stood distant from Hashem. After having been so
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Y (e t)’:}"\ni ,§ LILS
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like a child fleeing from school,” we plummeted from the lofty heights of holiness);.;'iwtm /n P2 NON DN TPV TeND APy MY b

lose, after our haVlng achieved such great and lofty levels, we now were happy to )

e free. We did not even sense or feel regret about this reality! How tragic!

There are countless examples of how sin is its own punishment: One reads Krias

~ Shema, saying, TIxp %33 7091 Y39 7337 Y22 TR ‘0 nx namx—You shall love Hashem
your G-d with all yodr heart and all your .s?éul and all your resources, while feeling
. absolutely no love for Hashem. One who is honest senses the emptiness in this. What
is such a recitation worth? He has drifted far from Hashem and perhaps doesn’t
--even feel a yearning to grow close to Him. This tragic state of being is a punishment
in itself. Woe to him, for instead of his heart burning with love of Hashem, he has.a

heart of stone.

s And what about the Jew who, on Friday night, when he welcomes the Shabbos
Queen, sings along with the congregation, nba¥ M3 G A?y2 MY 019w3 XIa—Enter in
peace, O crown of her husbad, even in gladness and good cheer, yet feels no delight,
no good cheer, none of the h:ippiness of the moment. Indeed, a painful punishment.
® Thus, the fact that Bnei Yisrael left Har Sinai like a child fleeing from school was,
in itself, punishment encugh. How far they had fallen from the great heights they
had attained when receiving the Torah at Har Sinai!

In_contrast to this self-inflicted punishment is the punishment for the sin of
the oyjxnn, the complainers. In this episode, the Jews yearned for that which was
rbidden, that which would have separated them from G-d. They were punished by

fire that broke out in the camp and consumed them.
To differtiate and separate between these two types of calamities and
nishments, Hashem inserted the bracketed pesukim. -

’ 1Y
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% Perhaps we can now explain the specific method with

which the Torah separates one parashah from another. The
letter nun symbolizes ne’emanus — consistency. The inver-
sion of the letter nun symbolizes the lack of consistency dis-
played by Klal Yisrael. "

Had the complaints about the food come in a vacuum,
perhaps they would not have elicited the strong response that
they did. Perhaps the journey was becoming difficult, and the
people were just a bit cranky. It can happen even to the best
of us.

D

- N ‘
standards, and we haveé to make sure to remain consistent. If
the heat in shul is an excuse to leave early, how are we going
to explain baking poolside in 90° heat for hours on end?

>¥We must make sure that we do not enjoy physical pursuits
through very same forms of stimulation that we find depress-
ing when in the realm of the spirit and the soul.
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